1953 


ovember — December, 


FRIENDS OF THE W.C.C. 


Some 200 “Friends of the World Council of 
hurches” held their annual luncheon meeting 
Broadway Tabernacle Church, New York 
ity, on Tuesday, December 8, with Mr. Charles 
. Taft presiding and Dr. Douglas Horton and 
Dr: W. A. Visser ’t Hooft as featured speakers. 
Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft described the World 
ouncil as by nature having a “pioneering pro- 
fam, seeking to find a “third way” that cuts 
toss easily accepted dichotomies and deadlocks. 
lEcumenically one does not choose between nar- 
ow denominationalism and the total repudia- 
fon of denominationalism,” he explained. “Seek- 
g this ‘third way’ he values his own denomi- 
ation for its particular ecclesiastical treasure, 
et looks critically at this heritage to be sure 
hether it is really all treasure or whether all 
orts of baggage from past social and cultural 
Mvironment (non-theological factors) is in- 
rolved.” 
Some of the other dichotomies which Dr. 
isser 't Hooft hoped the World Council might 
nd ways to cut across were the squaring off of 
apitalism against other social systems, of lack 
f clarity in our attitude to Marxism as over 
hgainst a purely sterile anti-Communism, and 
Df rampant Americanism as opposed to un- 
Ameticanism. He hoped all persons, Americans 
nnd others, attending the Assembly might get 
‘the one simple idea that social and economic 
bystems are relative to time and space.” 
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HOLD ANNUAL MEETING _ 


“What is right for one country—for instance 
the United States—” he warned, “may not be 
right for Yugoslavia or Germany. We can't ex- 
pect all persons attending a world-wide As- 
sembly to share the same national loyalties, 
which always tend to become absolute.” He 
hoped that the press of America would interpret 
the Assembly in the international categories 


(turn to page 2) 


Keltgious News Service Photo 


The President and Mrs. Eisenhower were among 
the congregation who heard Dr. W. A. Visser 
't Hooft preach in the Presbyterian Church during 
his recent visit to Washington, D.C. Dr. Visser 
't Hooft also visited the White House and invited 
the President to speak at the Assembly. With them 
is Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, pastor of the church. 


(continued from page 1) 

which were the only valid ones for interpreting 
such an international body. “I hope,” he con- 
cluded, “that the United States will get, from 
the Assembly, a sense of belonging to a much 
wider fellowship, which will help to keep this 
nation from succumbing to introversion at the 
very time it is being called to a role of increas- 
ing world leadership.” 

Dr. Horton emphasized the importance of 
adequately translating the theological vocabulary 
of the Assembly into the words and experience 
of the American layman. It will be necessary 
for the delegates to talk in theological terms, he 
pointed out, in order to come to a meeting of 
minds and accomplish their work in the two 
short weeks of the Assembly. Then will come 
the task of interpreting what has been said into 
the experience and vocabularies of the member 
churches and the countries they represent. Dr. 
Horton expressed the conviction that “in the 
ground of our United States interdenominational 
background, almost anything can grow. But we 
must take care that this rich and varied back- 
ground does not become just a sentimental basis 
of tolerant fellowship which lacks hard-hitting 
theological thinking.” He suggested that in the 
important field of evangelism, American experi- 
ence had a special contribution to make, drawing 
on the story of the Church going westward with 
civilization across the plains of our own coun- 
try, without benefit of subsidies from govern- 
ment, as well as the permeation of the far corners 
of the pagan world by American missionaries. 
He warned, however, lest in getting things done, 
the American churches might become too tech- 
nique-minded, and suggested that through the 
Assembly the spirit of the churches might be 
enriched through contact especially with repre- 
sentatives of some of the younger churches. 

“Friends of the World Council” is a corpora- 
tion (for purposes of receiving gifts) made up 
of all persons who have contributed to the sup- 
port of the World Council during the current 
year. Such “Friends” receive the Ecumenical 
Courier and may attend the annual luncheon. 

Re-elected to the Board of Directors for the 
class of 1956 were: Eleanor Kent Browne, Sam- 
uel McCrea Cavert, Edwin T. Dahlberg, Ben- 
jamin E. Mays, J. Earl Moreland, G. Bromley 
Oxnam and Henry P. Van Dusen. 
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THE CHURCH — | 
Here and Everywhere 


Geneva staff members of the World Counc 
of Churches recently or currently in the Uni 
States include Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, G 
eral Secretary; Dr. Robert Mackie, Associaa 
General Secretary; Dr. Elfan Rees, Commissic 
of the Churches on International Affairs; MIll 
Suzanne deDietrich, of the Ecumenical Insti 
the Rev. Paul Abrecht, Study Department. 


* * = 


The World Council of Churches’ Scholarsh 
Committee announces that 108 students fro 
24 countries in Asia, Europe and America 4 
enrolled in colleges of ten countries for one-ye 
courses of study abroad. The Scholarship Pm 
gram is a special technique in Inter-Church a 


each other, but share in each other's life—in ¢ 
through the experience of their own fut 
pastors and leaders. 

* * * 


Episcopal Church has been appointed to 
central staff of the Department of Inter-Chu 
Aid of the World Council of Churches. M 
Maxwell’s duties include responsibility for ti 
inter-church aid work on behalf of Easte: 
Orthodox and Old Catholic churches in Europ 
Mr. Maxwell has been deputy director of tf 
WCC’s Service to Refugees in Germany sing 
March 1950, 
* * * 
Five hundred Catholic, Jewish and Protestad 
religious educators met Nov. 8-10 in Pittsburg 
Penn., under the auspices of the Religious Edi 
cation Association, to discuss the theme “ 
Place and Adequacy of Religious Education 
Our Times.” While differing often as to me 
ods and techniques, the leaders agreed in p 
senting a plea for some form of religious trai 
ing as the birthright of every child, and a necd 
sary part of a well-rounded educational prograi 
* * * 


The combined bulletin of the 
(Mass.) Churches (St. John’s—Episcopal 8 a 
and 10 a.m. and First Congregational 11:15 a.rJ 
bears the words “We agree to differ—Resolve: 
love—Unite to serve God.” 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
f the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
ue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thomas 
er, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The 
cil unites 161 Anglican, Orthodox and 
estant communions in 48 countries. Neither 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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The weekly news bulletin, Ecumenical 
_ Press Service, can now look back on twen- 
| ty years of life. It was at a meeting of the 

_| Life and Work Movement in Novi Sad, 

| Yugoslavia, in 1933 that the Universal 

Christian Council for Life and Work 
| (which later merged into the World 

Council of Churches) resolved to publish 

an information bulletin to provide news 

| in English, French and German, on a 

| world-wide basis. The present sponsoring 

organizations are the World Council of 

Churches, the International Missionary 

Council, the World’s Alliance of YMCA’s, 

| the World’s YWCA, the World’s Student 

| Christian Federation, the World Council 

- of Christian Education, and the United 

Bible Societies. E.P.S. provides ecumenical 

information from and to the various 

_ churches of the world. During the war, 

E.P.S. was one of the few papers serving 

to maintain contact between the churches 

of the belligerent countries of the East 
and West. (5 pages weekly; $5 per year.) 


- The annual Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity will be observed from January 13 to 
25. For this occasion the Commission on Faith 
and Order of the World Council of Churches 
has issued a leaflet with a litany and prayers for 
use in private or corporate devotion. 
* * * 

Twenty-five students from Canada, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Japan, Korea, 
Sweden and the United States are attending the 
second semester of the Graduate School of 

- Ecumenical Studies at Bossey, near Geneva. The 
school was established a year ago by the World 
Council of Churches, in co-ordination with the 
University of Geneva’s Faculty of Theology, 

_and the W.C.C. Ecumenical Institute. 


HELP OF FRIENDS NEEDED 
AS 1954 ASSEMBLY NEARS 


The coming of the Second Assembly to 
America in 1954 affords friends of the World 
Council of Churches the opportunity for a 
genuine once-in-a-lifetime investment in a cause 
very close to their hearts. 


Naturally the ongoing work of the World 
Council must continue, in and out of season for 
World Assemblies. Thus the ongoing gifts of 
Friends of the World Council, which have made 
it possible to carry on its ecumenical work 
through the preparatory and formative years, 
have first priority. The New York office makes 
a real contribution to the overall world organi- 
zation, with its program of interchurch aid, 
service to refugees, youth work camps, study 
programs, Ecumenical Institute laymen’s confer- 
ences, world conference on faith and order, ecu- 
menical visits to areas such as Australia, South 
Africa or India, surveys of the life and work of 
women in the churches of the world, and many 
other ecumenical concerns. Without the ongoing 
gifts of friends whom we can depend upon, 
year in and year out, how could we carry on? 


The Assembly, however, offers a very special 
opportunity—the opportunity to give a second- 
mile gift for a very special purpose. 


The American churches will be hosts to the 
churches of the world in 1954. What that As- 
sembly can mean—the appraisal it will receive 
when the church history of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury is written, will depend largely upon the ex- 
tent to which church people of vision realize 
the opportunity which is offered them to par- 
ticipate, through their generous contributions, 
in this great event. 


The Assembly budget is $307,500, of which 
all but $85,000 is pledged or in hand. This 
$85,000 must be raised in America, over and 
above denominational giving. The opportuni- 
ties in connection with the Assembly are un- 
limited—if funds are available. 


Checks for the Assembly should be made out 
to THE WORLD ASSEMBLY FUND. They are tax 
deductible. They are indispensible. They will be 
appreciated. They will make history. They mean 
tangible support for the ecumenical movement. 
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PATTERNS OF PARTICIPATION | 


Protestant leaders in St. Louis are making an 
all-out effort to prepare their people for the 
Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Evanston. Dr. O. Walter Wagner, 
Executive Director of the Metropolitan Church 
Federation, proposed to the Planning Committee 
_ of the St. Louis Ministerial Alliance, that a series 
of meetings be devoted to a presentation of the 
Assembly themes. Bishop William Scarlett, 
President of the Alliance enthusiastically en- 
dorsed the suggestion. Six hundred ministers 
have been invited to attend. 

After the ministers have been briefed on the 
six subthemes, it is hoped that many of them 
will conduct, in many of their churches, a series 
of six seminars involving their lay people. 

A third phase of the plan to prepare for 
Evanston is to have the churches that have con- 
ducted seminars meet together next May in a 
General Assembly in St. Louis to discuss the 
main theme, “Christ—the Hope of the World.” 

In order thoroughly to prepare the local con- 
gregations, each of the six hundred active pas- 
tors was sent a complete set of the World Coun- 
cil booklets dealing with the Evanston topics. 
The Ecumenical Commission of the Church 
Federation made this project possible. The 
fourth and final phase of the St. Louis plan is 
to have a post-Evanston Conference. It is 
planned to invite some of the world leaders 
to come to St. Louis after the Evanston meet- 
ings. Commenting on the entire project, Dr. 
Wagner said, “Never have we been given a 
more challenging opportunity to engage in a 
grass roots ecumenical project. The six studies 
make excellent themes for six mid-week services, 
six Sunday evening services or six mid-week 
Lenten programs. Out of our common study I 
anticipate a new appreciation for the coopera- 
tive program of Protestantism.” 


When these young folks from St. Mark's Methodist 
Church, Brooklyn, had finished a Daily Vacation 
Bible School project concerning the “Good Ship 
Ecumenica” they appropriately ended their sum- 
mer activity with a boat ride to Staten Island, 
During their “project” they visited neighboring 
Dutch Reformed and Presbyterian churches, his- 
toric Trinity Church in Manhattan, the Seaman's 
Chapel and a Reformed Synagogue, and learned 
in what ways these other places of worship were 
“interestingly different.” 
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“This Globe — A Neighborhood” an electi 
religious education unit for intermediates by} 
Frances Nall (Abingdon-Cokesbury, 25¢) iss 
most interesting reading about “The Shrinkit 
World,” “A Broken, Needy World,” “A Bright; 
New World,” and “The World At Our Door-) 
step.” The last chapter on “The Church and thet 
World” makes apparent the relationship be: 
tween the ecumenical movement and the Globe-: 


neighborhood mentioned in the title. 


* * 


Council of Churches and the International Mis- 
sionary Council. The materials, which fea 
Evanston preparatory publications, are availa 


on loan. 
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World Assembly Discussion Groups will 
held in churches throughout Chicagoland 


Assembly of the World Council of Chure 
convenes at Evanston, Illinois, in August. Th 
Rev. W. Russell Shull and Mrs. H. S. Bechto 
are co-chairmen of the committee which i 
working out the plans for this pre-Evanstor 
study of the Assembly themes. The committee 
is urging that every church in the area partici4 
pate. Special leadership training conferences 
will be conducted. 


Five lectures on the theme “Preface to Evans 
ston: Survey of the World Church Movement’ 
were given by Dr. Daniel T. Jenkins, Associate 
Professor of Ecumenical Theology of the Uni: 
versity of Chicago, October 13 through Novem: 
ber 10. 


STUDY MATERIALS FOR EVANSTON 


The following materials are recommended for groups and individuals wishing to study the issues 
ut will be raised at the coming Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Hyslop, Ralph D., Evanston Issues — A study booklet prepared for use by ministers and 


laymen. It deals with the Assembly theme and the six main topics = $ .85 
. Christ the Hope of Asia, Report of ecumenical study conference for East Asia 75 
. Kennedy, James W., Evanston Notebook. Popular interpretation of Assembly themes _. _.50 
¥ . Culver, Elsie Thomas, Evanston and Everywhere — Contains over 200 questions for dis- 
e cussion on all the themes. Adapted from materials printed in many countries... .20 
> 
_ *E. Ecumenical Review — October issue. Contains feature article on main theme and other 
: Esa RCR eM AG Y te hie 8S USO eee cee Ln SS EE en aed Peel ot 1.00 


\SSEMBLY THEME — Christ—The Hope of the World 
°A. The Third Report of the Advisory Commission (available spring 1954) 05 
°B. Eschatology and Ethics, compiled by W. Schweitzer — .20 


I. FAITH AND ORDER — Our Oneness in Christ and Our Disunity as Churches 
°A. Introductory Leaflet No. 1, with Explanatory Preface —._.______ SS 
EOE eI FOLSUIUe CHETUY, URION on eee ee 


Sem More than. Doctrine Dividessthe Churches; 2.2 5 
mmenenart vr ine Land Conference:( paper cOver) =... 50 
oe fomidns. Oliver S.,.The Church in the Purpose of God... 50 
io Buneimer, Hobert-S., The Ouest For Christian Unity 2.50 
°G. Van Dusen, H. P., World Christianity, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, Chpts. 3 & 8 _. 1.00 
Bemmnew uiniinLessue, 1c Housenold of God st as 


II. EVANGELISM — The Mission of the Church To Those Outside Her Life 


i, CETTE Ste 55g ap REIS fc Je, / fa 2g ee eee a one eee ne a a 05 
EPR ECTS SN IST ila ke ea aE ER pe ce 40 
SME CUSED VESTED UNE oe a a a fh nr ge eect 40 
tD. Northcott, Cecil, Christian World Mission, Report on the Willingen’Conference — 85 
E. Niles, D. T., That They May Have Life. Student Volunteer Movement, 156 Fifth Avenue, 

EN ery any (Chil MeN samy smears eee eee wee ee Oe ee ee eo 1.50 


II. SOCIAL QUESTIONS — The Responsible Society In a World Perspective 


SPM TEON GSC ENG leg mn a acne Sa .05 
°B. “Preparatory Commission Memorandum” Ecumenical Review, October, 1953, (Reprints 
Se NG SS ge eS ee eae ee 10 


°C. “Amsterdam Report”, Section TIT —_ >» 10 


7D. “The National Council Views Its Task In Christian Life and Work” —_____ 
+E. “Responsibility of Christians in an Interdependent Economic World,” Report on the 
Detroit: Conference et ae 
F. Bennett, John, Christian Ethics and Social Policy, Charles Scribner's Sons, Fifth Avenue, 
New York (Ny VY). 22-2 ee 


G. A Christian Handbook on Communism. Committee for World Literacy and Christian | 
Literature, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. ———-_--_-__ 
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IV. INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS — Christians In the Struggle for World Community 
*A. ‘Introductory Leaflet No, 4 —.——_____ ee 
+B. Van Kirk, W. W.,.The Gharohes and the United Nations _ mA ee: 


7C. The Christian Faith and International Responsibility — The Message and F Finches of the 
Cleveland Study Conference on World Order (Available December 1) —__ 


°D. Fagley, Richard M., “Our Ecumenical Heritage in International Affairs”, Ecumenical 
Review, October, 1953 


VY. INTERGROUP RELATIONS — The Church Amid Racial and Ethnic Tensions 
°A. Introductory Leaflet No. 5 - : cect Sn cc 
+B. “The Churches and Saprédation". Official Statement of the National Council of Churches 


C. Mays, Benjamin, Seeking To Be Christian in Race Relations. hie: Press, 257 Fourth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


°D. Visser ’t Hooft, W. A., Christianity, Race, and the South African People 
°E. Visser ’t Hooft, W. A., The Churches and Race, UNESCO .... 


VI. THE LAITY — The Christian In His Vocation 

°A. Introductory Leaflet No. 6 

*B. Hall, Cameron, The Christian At His Vocation ee Rees ay 
7C. Report of the Buffalo Conference on “The Christian and His : Daily Work” 

°D. Richardson, Alan, The Biblical Doctrine of Work 


°E. Oldham, J. H., Work In Modern Society . 


Quantity prices available. 


® Available from World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


deer National Council of Churches, Department of Publication and Distribution, 120 East 23rd Street, 
ork 10 


